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SUBJECT: Your Meeting with the American Jewish 

Committee -Thursday, September 1 - 5:00 pm. 


Four representatives of the American Jewish Committee 
will meet with you Thursday, September 1 at 5:00 pm. 
Those attending will be Richard Maas, President of the 
AJC, Bertram Gold, Executive Vice President, David 
Geller, Director of Latin American Affairs, and Jacobo 
Kovadloff, who ran the AJC office in Buenos Aires. 


The discussion will center around Geller 1 s recent trip 
to Argentina and the growing concern of the Argentine 
Jewish community that anti-Semitism is increasing 
within the GOA. Geller.told us'that the AJC is 
especially distressed by the Reznizky kidnapping (the 
son of leader of the Argentine Jewish community was 
kidnapped and ,only released after his father had inter¬ 
ceded withi Plcesxddnt Videla) and the Timerman case 
(Timerman told Congressman Gilman that he had been 
questioned-about an international Jewish conspiracy). 
Notwithstanding GOA assurances that religious persecu¬ 
tion wpill not be tolerated, the AJC is worried. 

I have attached a cable on the Gilman-Timerman conver¬ 
sation to illustrate why this AJC nervousness may be 
well justified. 


Jim Bumpus and I would like to sit in on the meeting if 
you have no objections. 


Attachment: As stated. 

Drafted:ARA/ECA:JNBmnpus:jc 
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SUBJECT: INTERIOR MINISTER SEES JACOBO T1 HERMAN; 
CONGRESSMAN GILMAN ALSO PERMITTED INTERVIEW WITH TINERMN 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 6173; 6UEN0S AIRES 6137 


1. SUMMAR Y. CONGRESSMAN GILMAN'S RECEHTJtKJIHG WITH 
T HOMAN 13 SUMMARISED BELOW. THERE I S ^AL SO £ 0IIT .U M; D 

C URING HIS CAPTIVITY. UNDER G ROUND RULE S ( ESTABLISHtO 
BV THE GOA, NR. .9 I LOAN AGREED WT TO GTvW All* PURI If i Tv 
TO HI S BEET INC. THE DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 

( CONTAINED IN THIS MESSAGE WOULD PLACE TIMERMAN IN 
IMMEDIATE JEOPARDY AND COULD ALSO ADVERSELY AFFECT 
US-ARGE'ITiHE RELATIONS. END SUMMARY, 


2. DURING THE VISIT OF COOEL YATRON TO BUENOS AIRES, 

AUGUST 17-20, REPRESENTATIVE BENJAMIN GILMAN ASKED 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS FOR PERMISSION TO INTERVIEW 
JACQBO TIMERMAN, THE PUBLISHER OF 'LA OPINION" UNTIL 
HIS ARREST LAST APRIL IH CONNECT I ON WITH THE GRAiVER 
INVESTIGATION. y&I I1...M0W .THE OHL Y INDIVIDUALS ALLOWED TO 
VISJ.T HAVE BEEN CLOSE FAMILY MEMBERS'Alio HIS RABBI 

(WHO IS A UNITED STATE1 CITIZEN). WITHIN 21 HOURTOF' 

MS. G!I MAN'S REQUEST, THE FOREIGN MINISTER OBTAINED A 
GOVERNMENT DECISION TO PERMIT A CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW 
WHJCH TOOK PLACE IH T HE EVEN ING O F AUGUST 13^ IN 
GqyERNMEIU_HCJ^SE- MR. GILMAN INTERVIEWED TI MERMA N IN 
T HE_PRESENCE Of A FOREIGN MINISTRY OF FICIAL AND AN [ MBOFF. 
AS A PRECONDITION FOR THE INTERVIEW, ItsTliILMAN” a 6SEE0 YcT 
GROUND RULES LAIO DOWN BY THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT HE 
WOULD HOT _PUBL.L C.L1E._ME_ USE TING O R f TH E SUBSTANCE OF TH E 
CONVERSA TION . ON A CONFIQEHT IAL B ASIS,' HdWFitfB “fflf 
C ONGRESSMAN WAS AUTHORIZED TO INFORH "~H! S CO L LEAGUES , * 

WHICH LATER WAS DEFINED TO IHC t Ulf REPRESENT AT IVFS CF 
^QgyjCAIUE Wi SM-CflMMiI ?££.-■ THE FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCE 
BELIEVED THAT PRESIDENT VIOElA WAS AWARE OF THE DEC 1StCM 
TO PERMIT THE INTERVIEW/-BUT IT WAS BEING HELD CLOSELY 
WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT-. 

i. TIMERMAN WALKED JJNh'ah CCUF FED AHD ALONE I tiro 
A ROOM WHERE HIS VISITORS WERE WAIIINO. HE CONVERSED WITH 
THE CONGRESSMA N IN ENGLI SH- HE WAS DRESSED IH CASUAL 
STREET.CL.OTHES ^AND AD OLD SPORT JACKET WHICH APPEARED" 

TO BE Hl$ OWN. HI3 MANNER WAS SUBDUE0 , BUT HE APPEARED TO 
BE R EMARKA BLY IN CONTROL CF_ HI S„MENT«L J ACUl TIES. IN 
FACT, HE DEMONSTRATED CONSIDERABLE ACUITY~AND WIT AND HIS 
CCH VERS AXIOM WAS LACED ^7 QTHrr$^~RT fTrAT~Tl ME S. 
.EXCEPT FOR A OISCOLCREO (8LACK) SKIN AREA UNDER ONE 
I FINGERNAIL, THERE WAS NO OUTWARD SI GN O F BRUISES. 

i. MR, GILMAN ASKED HOW HE WAS BEING TREATED AND HOW HE 
1 WAS FEELING. TIMERMAN REPLIEO THAT A_PmOHER INHtS 
| CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD HOT ANSWER THAT KIND CF A CUES!I ON, 

BUT HE WAS AL U4.GHT HOW - WITH EMPHASIS ON THE 'NOV. HE 

i mm o he did 

HOI APPEAR TO B£ SUBSTANTIALLY UNDERWEIGHT, BUT IT IS 


BUENOS 06326 01 OF 02 2S210H 

PCSSIBLp^HAT HE HAS BEEN GRAINING AGAIN IN RECENT WEEKS 
AS AyfsULT OF IMPROVED TREATMENT. 

TI MERMAN SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHY HE WAS BEING HELD, AS 
ttilLLSAM F i .C H A R GE S -HAD BEEN LODGED AGAINST HIM. HE HAD HOT 
gLE-j LmOWEP TO SEE THE MILITARY JUDGE'S INVESTIGATING 
REPORT, WHICH WAS SECRET. FROM IKE NATURE OF THE QUESTIONS 
ASKED OF HIM, HOWEVER, THE MILIT ARY OFFICIAL’S HANDLING CF 
™LL f| t|,tST1GaT - IOH VA * M SOURCE OF COM FORT FOR hYHT TS|f"* 
FOREIGN MINISTRY .OFFICIAL, ADM I TUNG THAT HE TOO HAD NOT 

BEEN ALLOWED TO SEE THE " . 

PRELjmjWARY JUDI Cl ALREPCRJ, STATED THAT ACCORDING TO 
COMMON KNOWLEDGE MR. TIMERMAN WAS SUSPECTED CF *ECC!IOMIC 
SUBVERSION" IN CONNECTION WITH THE GRAIVER AFFAIR. 

THE OFFICIAL OOUS TEO THAT TIME RMAN COULQ EE GRANTED THE 
RI GHT OF.O PJIQTLPF SELF-EXILE ABROAD AS HIS"CASE WAs”NOW 
IN THE JUDICIAL PROCESS. .TIMERMAN SAID HIS IHTESRCCa TnRS_ 
W £VU ? QN Cj .ASjlE.D-IUM.JBCtli -iLBAIUF R. INSTEAD, THE BULK 
,0F THE QU ESTIONS HAO TO DO WITH A PRESUMED WGR! 0 JEWISH 
^ yjjlK^IISpIRACY AGAINST ARGENTINA HE WAS TOLD THAT SOVIET 
PREMIER KOSYGIN WAS A JEW. HIS INTERROGATORS ASKED 
WHAT HE KNEW ABOUT 



Chap^ r'™ 1 * of state - ^ 'S/ips/srp 

(i^Rel9asep)^v c js e ( Toenvfct-fwl, •* 
Exemptions b ( )?>E.O 1 vZ ok^f Slfy 
Declassify after 7S N^J 3526 25x ( )( )( ) 
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“SECTION 2 C? 2 EUEII3S AIRES 6325 


SECRET MEETINGS BETWEEN ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER BEG'JIN A7ID THE 
f ;;i T OJi E 3 6 S “ ASC A "sYc A EJ f C AM CF 'THE El 5ER 3 OF l ION" (IN THE EAST 
i'EHTCSYi TO TAKE OVER PATAGONIA (“PLAN siloinA"). AT CUE T I MERMAN 
Stic HE HOST GIVE IN TO TEH? T AT I GH TO PLAY ALCIIO WITH THE 
aiH SEBlTIC PARg?!3IA CF K1S CAPTORS AfID INVENT A STORY ABOUT 
SECRET MEETINGS CF THE ‘ElC;.-.$ CF ZlCfP III ARGENT I HA. hi ALSO 
I3BTI6WD THAT Kt HAD ASKED HI3 JAILER, A SIMPLE, MS*|, WHICH WAS 
IHE EAST WALL OF K15 TINY PRISON CELL SO THAT KS CC'JLO SAY HIS 
DAILY PRAYERS, BUT THIS I fiF CR.NAT I ON LU3 ICRC'JSLY was DENIED ON 
YECLSiTY GROUNDS. 


1IMERMWI VENT CUT C" Hi; 


■'-Y TO EX?lA!IT TO THE CCSSRESSMAN 


IHE GOVERNMENT'S NEED TO TAKE EXTRAORDINARY ACTION AGAINST 



SJVUIJIEO THAI THE 0. Z. SD'lSRE 
■PRCACHEO THE ASGEHTUtE CUECTI 
FfF-O LATE LAST YEAR TO TEETi 


;s AT T|“ES NAIVELY HAD 
ti AND RECALLED THAT HE KAO 
Y BEFORE IHE FRASER 
CONNECTIONS 0? GG3TAV3 RCCJ 


carzc-. na:E ra, testusom fsases had taken earlier. 

SHAM KG HIS he:: SADLY, UiAT HAPPENS TO A KAH VriO WAS 

T“VI r;«: TO T;** END TrE Cui EANMEMT, ’ HE SAID. 

7. 1 tMEk’IAOi WAS VEJt Y GRATEFUL FCR IT *. O ILM AN'S EFFORT ]Q C-;E 
h i h AND RISC ECR US, PER.‘AN’S INTERE ST IN N IS W TL FAIL. GIL .“.ATI 
MESSED THE HOPE THAT JUSTICE WOULD 8-"DONE IN THE TIMERMAN 
CASE, IM.pF.ESSIfiG UP::! THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL THAT 
T liiEntlAH* S CAPTIVITY HAD EARNED ARGENT I if A ENORMOUS'NEGATIVE 
PUSLJCITY ABROAD. T!MERMAN WAS T HEN ESC OR TED WI T HOUT HANDCUFF S 
TO A JEEP WAITING OUTSIDE AND CR'ivEN AWAY. 


BUENOS C512S 82 OF 02^2373*71 

CHIEF CF THE PROVINCE OF BUENOS AIRES, COL. CAMPS, IN A BRiEFiNG 
CN MY,3, 1977. REPORTEDLY ACCCHOIfiG TO CAMPS, TIMERMAft 
/OEFJjtfD HIMSELF AS A MARXIST SINCE HIS YOUTH WHO HAD BEEN 
[AST'iVt IH STUDENT ORGAN!ZAflCNS. HE ADMITTED PATTERNING HIS 
rfawSPAPcR ALONG THE MARXIST LINES OF *LE KC'-iDE*. (SIC) HE 
'ALSO ACHIITEO THAT DAVID GRAIVER HAD PROVIDED ALL THE CAPITAL 
FOR THE NEWSPAPER AMO THE PRINTING PLANT ATiD ft MERMAN ORIGI.'IALLY 
HAD SEEN ACCORDED A *5 PERCENT INTEREST AS THE FRUITS OF HIS 
LABOR. CH THE DEATH OF GRAIVER, TI MERMAN ALLEGEDLY TKP.EATEN50 
CSAIVER'S WIDOW WlfH DEATH UNLESS SHE TURNED OVER TO HIM HER LATE 
HUSBAND'S SHARES. HE ALLEGEDLY ACMITIij; HAVING RECEIVED A 
S20fl,8D3 SRIB! TO WRITE A FAVORABLE STORY CM THE ALUAR DEAL 
AND ANOTHER XI75, COD ON ANOTHER OCCASION BY ITT. ACCORDING 
TO COL. CAMPS' REPORTED STATEMENT. T!MERMAN ADMITTED ALL CF 
THESE THINGS IN A SIGNEO CONFESS 10.*!. ANOTHER DOCUMENT 
INCLUDED IN THE PACKET CITES MEDIA ARTICLES AS REPORTING 
THAT TI MERMAN HAD BEEN A MEMBER CF A COMMUNIST YOUTH 
FRONT GROUP IN 1942, HAD ADMITTED BEING A 'LEFTIST ZIONIST,* 

HAD SEEN FRIEND OF FORMER PE RON I ST-ECONOMY MINISTER JOSE 
SER G EL SARD WHOSE POLICIES HE BHCGKC!TlCiULLY SUPPORTED IH 
KIS NEWSPAPER, HAQ PURSUED A CONFUSED EDITORIAL INE WHICH AT 
ONE TIME SUPPORTED TERRORIST SUBVERSION AND SUBSEQUENTLY 
ATTACKED IT AND WHO VAS A SELF-CONFESSED SUPPCRfER OF EURO¬ 
COMMUNISM AS OPPOSED TO THE SOVIET LINE. THERE IS ALSO A 
HODGEPODGE CF OTHER CHARGES SUCH AS THAT HE HIRED WELL-KNOWN 
LEFTISTS AMD ALLEGED TERRORIST SUPPORTERS ON HIS NEWSPAPER 
STAFF. 

CHA?L IN 


03.jSftiMiHJ^ WHILE IT IS POSSIBLE THAT TIMiFMAfi MAY HAVE BEEN 
* 1ViN SOME COACHING BEFC” THE MEET/iflG, THIS I'S NOT NECESSARILY 
THE CASE. TI MERMAN 010 NOT SAY ANYTHING^ViTK RESPECT TO 

u.s. policy and the heed to support juf moderate videla forces 
THAT HE PAD NOT SAID BEFORE PUBLICLY Hi HIS CVN NEWSPAPER WHEN 
HE WAS A FREE MAH. GOVERNMENT' S MOTIVE I II ARRANGING THE 
INTERVIEW APPARENTLY'WAS T O APPEAR Tq S; RESPOfiSjVE TO A 
PRESUMABLY FFIEHCLY.U. S, 'C l 0NSRt S^AFwHO~CPPCSlD" Sa;i CTT~C.'iS 
AGAL.’^ ySGEMIHA AH? wHITPiCSUMA E LY ~WASi?if LUE NTi 4L IN ' 
Aulli vjll-A.ExiiH .SliUlS. ARGENT I?;-3 HAVE INCSOI Il’iTE IDEAS OF 
INFLUENCE OF JEWISH THINX; »:g 3ri U.S. DEC IS I CM-MAKING AND 
PURPOSE PRESUMABLY WAS TO DEMONSTRATE THAT TI ME KM ill WAS III 
RiSK.MSL> GD32 HEALTH tfO RECEIVING GOOD TREATMENT. 
NEVERTHELESS, ,A JTHSF * TIEE A PPEA RED NERVQvS ABOUT FlS/i ThE • 

■UfciU jLSSiN.’Ll NO.. UIsJLUii. L'iE ..Mil I t Vry~ ;n'b ~saTjornfr 

.LENDING HUGE P.-C^AG i’.SA SHOWCASE QU a-.ITY TO THE EVENT. WE 


BELIEVE IT P':M>.:iFE 
OUrcCIE OF THE TIMER 


C“AW ANY CONCLUSIONS AS TO THE FINAL 
CASE FSCM THIS EVENT. ENO COMMENT. 


S. fflBASSV ALSO HAS BEEN 


MVJF [BEST I ALLY TRAHSMl TTEO _A 
I TELLiSENSE SOURCES THAI v£ I 


vr!^grn;ii.ua. 


.k L. .ih. 41 I iM iR; ;::; ti■JLiS.;/.?.SSED f o 

T61 S»Y. HOWEVER, THE DOCUMENT■ V£ 


HAVE INSTEAD iNCLUDi CCMMESTI PL'F.rOSTE3LY MACE E< THE FOLli 
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